My wife Jennifer was talking on the phone with our 24-year-old daughter, Abrielle, who was getting
ready to leave her house to do some grocery shopping. Abrielle said, “l need to go, Mom. First, |
need to change clothes. I’'m wearing sweatpants right now.” The rule in our house is one does not
go into public wearing leggings, pajamas, or sweatpants. Jen just thinks that while we don’t always
have to dress up out in the world, but we also don’t want to look like we just rolled out of bed. My
wife was very pleased with her daughter in this moment.

My son-in-law, Chandler, is sometimes a little frustrated when his wife, my daughter Alayna, does
the driving. Her hands are at 10-and-2, she comes to a full and complete stop at intersections, and
she does not speed. At all. Not even a little bit. “You raised a rule-follower, Dad,” Chandler has told
me. Of course, thatis myinfluence. | follow the rules. And that is how we raised the girls.

Jen and | have left “our marks” on those girls, sometimes deliberately, sometimes by accident (yes,
they picked up a few of our bad habits as well). So, part of who we are will live on in those girls after
we are gone, and maybe in their kids if they decide to have some.

This semester marks the retirement of Pam Covault, the Director of Nursing for the Mary Grimes
School of Nursing at NCCC. Pam has been with the college for 32 years, first as Instructor, then
later as director of the program. She has left a tremendous mark on so many nurses during that

wonderful career.

When we hire new faculty in nursing (and other professions for that matter), | always give the same
speech to the candidates; Make a list of everything you don’t like about how other nurses you have
worked with do their jobs. Wouldn’t you like to change that to improve nursing in Kansas and
patient outcomes? Well, now is your chance. If you come to work here, you will get to train
hundreds of nurses over your career. You can train that bad behavior right out of them and instill
great nursing skills instead. You will forever change nursing for the better, one graduate at a time.
That is a pretty good way to spend your day.

In Pam’s 32-year career, we have had 2,920 students that have graduated and become nurses from
the Mary Grimes School of Nursing. That was 2,920 marks that Pam and the others in the
department have made on nursing in Kansas and beyond. Think about how many hundreds, if not
thousands, of patients that each one of those nurses have treated over that three-decade period,
and how they may have had a better outcome because of the excellent nurse that we helped train
here at NCCC. Pam, what an excellent way to spend your career. Thank you so much for your
wonderful service to Neosho County Community College.

Leaving a mark on students can be through training and instruction, a personal connection, and it
can also be through giving. Many of the buildings and equipment we use to do that instruction or to
better our community has come from gifts. Donors, like Mike and CeCe Mitchell, and many others,
have helped build our career and technical education programs through our new Mitchell Career
and Technical Education building. There are 286 students enrolled this fall alone --a 41% increase
over fall 2023!-- in our eight different career and technical education programs. Those gifts and the
subsequent programs will leave a positive mark on hundreds of students and help businesses fill
workforce needs for decades to come!



We are now asking for your help to make another positive mark on the Chanute Campus students
and the surrounding community. You may remember reading my column not long ago about
another employee and later board member, Merriam Mih, who left her indelible mark as an
instructor and a college leader on this institution. Her family is continuing her and the entire
family’s legacy to NCCC by giving us a substantial lead gift to renovate our 1968 auditorium and
turn it into the Mih Family Fine Arts Center.

The old auditorium has served the college for well over 50 years and is in need of an update.
Besides the renovation that adds a fresh look, updated seating, and new audio/visual equipment,
the preliminary concept for the Mih Center adds 4,500 square feet to the facility. The students
finally will have a scene shop (right now they build the scenes out on the grass behind the stage)
and a proper green room where they get ready for the performances.

For the community, there will be a large glassed-in reception center/lobby that can double as an art
gallery, and even an outdoor stage for concerts and plays! Imagine coming to the college on a
pleasant spring or fall evening with your lawn chair or picnic blanket, enjoying a show or concert
under the stars. That’s what is planned!

NCCC allows non-profit and governmental organizations to use the auditorium for free. As a result,
we host dozens of meetings of many different organizations with a wide variety of events often open
to the public. ANW Co-Op, the Safari Museum, the USDA, Kansas Department of Labor, KDOT,
National Weather Service, Hope Unlimited, Neosho County Health Department, and on and on,
have all used this facility to help the public and enrich the community, and did so free of charge. So,
the Mih Family Fine Arts Center will not only impact our students and those who love coming to our
plays and concerts, but also everyone in the county and beyond!

While we are greatly encouraged by the lead gift, unfortunately there are far fewer federal and state
grants for the arts than for career and technical education. That’s why we need your help to make
this project happen. You can learn more about the project at our college website at
www.neosho.edu. There is a banner on the home page you can click to see all of the preliminary
designs and see our progress toward the goal.

If you would like to help leave this important mark on the college, its students, and the community
for decades to come, please contact me at binbody@neosho.edu or our Director of Development
Yvonne Hull at yhull@neosho.edu. Oryou can call or come by the Foundation office in Rowland
Hall.

One day Jen and | will be gone, and the girls will most likely live beyond our years. But we know we
did all we could to leave a positive mark on them to give them the best chance at a rewarding and
happy life. Likewise, at NCCC through our work and donations, we have left a positive mark on our
students and our community. Now it is time to make a new mark at the Mih Family Fine Arts Center!

And if you see my girls at Wal-Mart in sweatpants, please let Jen know.

If you have any questions about the Mih Center, or anything else about the college, please let me
know at binbody@neosho.edu.


mailto:binbody@neosho.edu
mailto:yhull@neosho.edu
mailto:binbody@neosho.edu




