
 

 

Technical Standards 

The Surgical Technology Program requires students to participate in classroom, laboratory, 
simulation, and clinical experiences. Students must possess the following abilities, with or 
without reasonable accommodation, to successfully participate in the program and 
perform the essential functions of an entry-level surgical technologist. 

Cognitive and Critical Thinking 

Students must be able to: 

• Learn, retain, and apply information presented through classroom, laboratory, 
simulation, and clinical instruction. 

• Read, comprehend, and follow written and verbal instructions. 

• Apply knowledge of anatomy, physiology, surgical procedures, instrumentation, 
equipment, and aseptic technique. 

• Recognize changes in circumstances and respond appropriately within the role of 
the surgical technologist. 

• Exercise appropriate judgment and problem-solving skills in routine and emergency 
situations. 

Communication 

Students must be able to: 

• Communicate effectively and professionally with patients, instructors, preceptors, 
and members of the healthcare team. 

• Understand and follow verbal and written directions. 

• Accurately communicate and document information relevant to patient care and 
surgical procedures. 

• Ask questions and seek clarification when necessary for patient safety. 



Sensory Abilities 

Students must be able to: 

• Observe the sterile field, surgical instruments, supplies, equipment, and patient. 

• Distinguish small or similar instruments, supplies, labels, and other items used 
during surgical procedures. 

• Hear verbal communication, equipment alarms, and other auditory signals relevant 
to patient safety. 

• Use tactile information when handling instruments, supplies, and equipment. 

Corrective devices, adaptive equipment, or reasonable accommodations may be used 
when appropriate. 

Motor Skills and Physical Abilities 

Students must be able to: 

• Demonstrate sufficient hand-eye coordination and manual dexterity to safely 
handle surgical instruments, supplies, sutures, and equipment. 

• Move safely throughout classroom, laboratory, simulation, and clinical 
environments. 

• Stand and remain attentive for prolonged periods during surgical procedures. 

• Bend, reach, stoop, and change position as necessary to perform essential duties. 

• Safely assist with the movement and positioning of patients, equipment, and 
supplies within the student's role and level of training. 

Professional and Interpersonal Skills 

Students must be able to: 

• Work effectively and respectfully as a member of the surgical team. 

• Maintain professional behavior and appropriate interpersonal boundaries. 

• Accept constructive feedback and modify performance when necessary. 

• Demonstrate reliability, accountability, integrity, and respect for patients and 
colleagues. 

• Maintain patient privacy and confidentiality. 



Behavioral and Emotional Requirements 

Students must be able to: 

• Maintain attention and concentration during required educational and clinical 
activities. 

• Remain composed and focused in stressful or unexpected situations. 

• Adapt appropriately to changes in the surgical environment. 

• Respond professionally to illness, injury, death, emergencies, and other situations 
encountered in healthcare. 

Safety and Environmental Requirements 

Students must be able to: 

• Follow infection prevention, sterile technique, safety, and other clinical protocols. 

• Work safely in environments where exposure to blood, body fluids, surgical smoke, 
chemicals, sharps, loud sounds, strong odors, variable temperatures and other 
conditions commonly encountered in healthcare may occur. 

• Wear required personal protective equipment. 

• Recognize and report conditions that may compromise patient or staff safety. 

Reasonable Accommodations 

Neosho County Community College provides reasonable accommodations to qualified 
students with disabilities in accordance with applicable law and College policy. Students 
who believe they may require accommodation/s should contact the Dean of Student 
Services (Chanute) or the Director of the Ottawa Campus (Ottawa) at their earliest 
convenience for review and determination of necessary accommodation.  

An accommodation may assist a student in meeting a technical standard but does not 
eliminate an essential requirement of the program or permit a student to perform an 
essential function in a manner that compromises patient safety. 


