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Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy 

This policy outlines acceptable uses of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools for students, 
aiming to enhance their learning while upholding academic integrity. According to the 
American Nurses Association (2015) Code of Ethics for Nurses, “nurses in all roles are 
accountable for decisions made and actions taken in the course of nursing practice. 
Systems and technologies that assist in clinical practice are adjuncts to, not 
replacements for, the nurse’s knowledge and skill” (p. 15). The nursing faculty 
acknowledges that AI should not replace clinical judgment or assessment skills. Instead, 
AI tools should complement a student's knowledge and understanding rather than serve 
as substitutes. Students are encouraged to rely on their clinical knowledge, faculty 
feedback, and evidence-based practices to make clinical decisions rather than relying 
solely on AI recommendations for homework assignments. This policy applies to all 
nursing students in the Department of Nursing and encompasses all educational 
settings, including classrooms, simulation hospitals, learning labs, and clinical 
environments. 
 
Guidelines for AI Use  
Students may use Sherpath AI tools or other AI Tools: 

● Check grammar 
● AI tools that assist in literature searches are allowed; however, students must critically 

evaluate the sources and information provided by AI to ensure accuracy and relevance. 
● If allowed by instructor, use of Generative AI tools (including but not limited to 

Grammarly, ChatGPT, Co-Pilot, or Gemini), require you to also submit the original, 
unedited document along with your finalized version. Failure to do so could result in a 
zero on the assignment and possible academic dishonesty repercussions if the student 
cannot defend the amount of AI use.  

● All referenced materials must meet evidence-based practice standards, including the use 
of current literature published within the past five years unless otherwise specified by the 
instructor 

● Practicum coursework may be completed exclusively using Sherpath AI resources. The 
use of OpenAI tools or any external AI-generated content is strictly prohibited and may 
result in a zero for any practicum documentation/assignment. 

● Practicum coursework may be completed exclusively using Sherpath AI resources for the 
following: reinforce concepts and improve understanding, brainstorm ideas, find 
references or information on the assignments, drafting an outline to organize your 
thoughts.  

● Sherpath AI cannot be utilized for text generation in both didactic and practicum 
courses.  

● If Sherpath AI is utilized for any assignment allowing Sherpath AI proper citation of AI 
use and the chat history will need to be submitted with the document.  

Inappropriate Use of AI 

AI should not be used for:  



● Examinations 
● Impersonating a student in classroom contexts, such as using the tool to compose 

discussion board prompts. 
● Completing group work unless it is mutually agreed upon by faculty, that you may utilize 

the tool. 
● Writing entire sentences, paragraphs, or papers to complete class assignments (text 

generation). 

How to give credit to AI: 

● Students must give credit to AI tools whenever used, even if only to generate ideas. 
● When using AI tools on assignments, add an appendix showing: 

○ The entire exchange, including which AI tool was used highlighting the most 
relevant sections. 

○ An explanation of how the tools were used (to generate ideas, provide an 
illustration, refine an idea, develop study tools, etc). 

● How to cite using APA:  

○ Author:  The Author of the model is OpenAI 

○ Date: The date is the year of the version used. 

○ Title: The name of the model is “ChatGPT”; this is the title and is italicized in the 
reference. (Note) other AI software may use versions; in that case, include the 
versions in parentheses after the model name 

○ Brackets: If additional information is needed to describe the model, it can be 
placed in brackets after the model name.  

○ Source: If the publisher and author are the same, do not repeat the publisher's 
name. Move directly to the URL. This is the case with ChatGPT.  

○ Example: OpenAI. (2023). ChatGPT (Mar 14 version) [Large language model]. 
https://chat.openai.com/chat 

Faculty Responsibility 

● Some instructors may prefer more substantial restrictions on the use of AI tools and are 
free to impose them so long as care is taken to maintain transparency and fairness in 
grading. 

● Faculty members are responsible for educating students on the appropriate use of AI 
tools in nursing education. 

● Faculty will monitor student use of AI tools to ensure compliance with this policy by 
utilizing “Turn it In” or other approved AI detection applications. 

● Faculty have the right to request chat history if AI is cited. 

https://chat.openai.com/chat


Consequences for Misuse of AI 

If a student submits work created by AI as their own, it is considered academic dishonesty. 
Violating this policy will trigger the NCCC Academic Honesty Policy, which may result in an 
"XF" grade for the course. 

Adapted from Missouri Western State University – Nursing Department  
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