
NEOSHO COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

COURSE SYLLABUS  

 

 

COURSE IDENTIFICATION 

Course Prefix/Number:  HIST 201 

Course Title:    United States History I (to 1877) 

Division:    Liberal Arts 

Program:    Social Science 

Credit Hours:    3 

Initiation/Revised Date:  Fall 2012 

Assessment Goals Per Outcomes:      70% 

 

CLASSIFICATION OF INSTRUCTION 

Academic 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course studies the economic, social, and political developments of the United States from 

pre-history to 1877. 

 

PREREQUISITES AND/OR COREQUISITES 

None 

 

TEXT 

 

*The official list of textbooks and materials for this course are found on Inside NC. 

 

Foner, Eric. Give Me Liberty. 3
rd

 Edition. W.W. Norton. 2011 

 

COURSE OUTCOMES 

Upon completion of this course, a student should be able to: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of historical information: 

A. Describe the indigenous cultures of the Pre-Columbian period. 

B. Survey European exploration and colonization of North America. 

C. Examine the events leading to and following the American war for independence. 

D. Describe and analyze the steps in the creation of a political structure for the newly 

independent nation. 

E. Trace the political, social, economic, and diplomatic developments in the newly 

established nation. 

F. Characterize the Jeffersonian and Jacksonian eras and assess their significance in the 

nation’s development. 

G. Explain the political, social, and economic impact of expansion and sectionalism in the 

antebellum period. 

H. Describe the events leading to the Civil War. 
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I. Identify the major events of the war and its aftermath. 

J. Describe and analyze the era of Reconstruction and its impact on post-bellum America. 

 

2. Analyze historical information: 

A. Demonstrate the ability to think critically. 

B. Distinguish between primary and secondary sources. 

C. Articulate the view of U.S. history as a series of historiographical discussions. 

D. Describe the overall political, social, diplomatic, and cultural perspectives of U.S. history. 

E. Utilize various information resources to conduct research on historical topics. 

3.  Effectively present historical information: 

A. Demonstrate historical literacy. 

B. Present information and arguments in an organized manner. 

C. Utilize proper forms of citation to present information. 

D. Demonstrate the use of acceptable fundamentals of writing. 

 (Specific competencies taken from the “History Core Outcomes” from the Kansas Core 

Outcomes Project.) 

 

The course outcomes and competencies from this course address the following General 

Education Outcomes for NCCC: 

1.  Develop effective written and oral communication skills. 

2.  Utilize the principles of systematic inquiry. 

3.  Identify how cultural differences impact human values and perceptions. 

4.  Define the citizen’s role in a global society. 

5.  Use technology effectively. 

6.  Utilize various information resources to conduct research for critical analysis. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

I.  Exploration and Colonialization (Chs. 1, 2, 3, 4) 

 A.  Pre-history 

 B.  European Exploration 

            C.  Sectional Differences 

 D.  Colonial Government 

E. Colonial Wars 

II.  American Revolution (Chs. 5, 6) 

 A.  British Policies 

B. The War 

III. Creating a Nation (Chs. 7, 8) 

 A.  Confederation 

 B.  Constitutional Convention 

C. Federalism 

IV.  Expansion (Chs. 9, 10, 11, 12)   

  A.  Republicanism 

B. Nationalism 

C. Jacksonian Democracy 
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D. Growth 

E. Manifest Destiny 

V. Civil War and Reconstruction (Chs. 13, 14, 15) 

A. Sectionalism 

B. Civil War 

C. Reconstruction 

  

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 

Because there is a large amount of material to cover, much of this class will be organized in 

lecture format. However, there will be frequent planned class discussions and activities. 

Students should feel free to ask questions any time during class. 

Writing Across the Curriculum--Frequently during the semester students will be asked to write 

as part of the course.  These assignments will include brief reports, discussion responses, article 

reviews, and essay questions on tests. 

 

 

STUDENT REQUIREMENTS AND METHOD OF EVALUATION 

Since any class is a collaborative effort between a teacher and the students, there are several 

expectations of the students enrolled in this course. 

1.  Attend class.  Since a large portion of the needed information will be covered during class  

meetings, absences will make it difficult to succeed.  If you must be absent from class, you 

will be responsible for making up the missed work. 

2.  Complete all assigned work on time. 

3.  Participate in class discussions and activities.  As we discuss the issues that surround the 

development of the United States, it is inevitable that there will be differences of opinion.  

Each student in expected to listen courteously to all ideas presented in class by the instructor 

or other students.  

 

Method of Evaluation 

 

There will be four tests during the semester, following the topics listed in the course outline. All 

tests will include both objective (matching and multiple choice) and subjective (identification 

and essay) questions. Any missed test must be made up within 7 days or you will receive a 

permanent grade of 0. NO EXCEPTIONS. There will also be various other assignments during the 

semester, which will include response writings, map exercises, essay, and research 

assignments. 

 

GRADING SCALE 

Grading will be based on the total points earned on various tests and assignments given during 

the semester.  There will be three tests during the semester, following the topics listed in the 

course outline, each worth 100 points.  There will also be a two-part final, consisting of 100 

points for the unit exam and 100 points for a comprehensive final.  All tests will include both 

objective (matching and multiple choice) and subjective (identification and essay) questions.  

Assignments will include map exercises, in-class response writings, essays, and research 
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assignments. The grading scale will be based on a percentage of the total points possible 

throughout the semester.  The following scale will be used: 90% to 100%, A; 80% to 89%, B; 

70% to 79%, C; 60% to 69%, D; below 60%, F. 

 

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT GAIN 

Assessment of student gain will be measured by comparing the student’s knowledge base at 

the beginning and the end of the semester.  This will be done by giving each student 50 

question multiple-choice quiz covering the events in United States History to 1850 at the 

beginning of the semester.  This same assignment will be given at the conclusion of this course, 

allowing a comparison to be made. 

 

Attendance Policy  

 

1. NCCC values interactive learning which promotes student engagement in the learning 

process.  To be actively engaged, the student must be present in the learning environment. 

 

2. Unless students are participating in a school activity or are excused by the instructor, they 

are expected to attend class.  If a student’s absences exceed one-eighth of the total course 

duration, (which equates to one hundred (100) minutes per credit hour in a face-to-face 

class) the instructor has the right, but is not required, to withdraw a student from the 

course.  Once the student has been dropped for excessive absences, the registrar’s office 

will send a letter to the student, stating that he or she has been dropped.  A student may 

petition the chief academic officer for reinstatement by submitting a letter stating valid 

reasons for the absences within one week of the registrar’s notification.  If the student is 

reinstated into the class, the instructor and the registrar will be notified.   Please refer to 

the Student Handbook/Academic Policies for more information  

 

3.  Absences that occur due to students participating in official college activities are excused 

except in those cases where outside bodies, such as the State Board of Nursing, have 

requirements for minimum class minutes for each student. Students who are excused will 

be given reasonable opportunity to make up any missed work or receive substitute 

assignments from the instructor and should not be penalized for the absence.  Proper 

procedure should be followed in notifying faculty in advance of the student’s planned 

participation in the event.  Ultimately it is the student’s responsibility to notify the 

instructor in advance of the planned absence. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  

NCCC expects every student to demonstrate ethical behavior with regard to academic pursuits.  

Academic integrity in coursework is a specific requirement.  Definitions, examples, and possible 

consequences for violations of Academic Integrity, as well as the appeals process, can be found 

in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and/or Code of Student Conduct and Discipline. 
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ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY 

 

Student cell phones and other personal electronic devices not being used for class activities 

must not be accessed during class times unless the instructor chooses to waive this policy. 

 

NOTE: 

Information and statements in this document are subject to change at the discretion of NCCC.  

Students will be notified of changes and where to find the most current approved documents. 

  

NOTE:  

If you are a student with a disability who may need accommodation(s) under the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA), please notify studentdevelopmentteam@neosho.edu, Chanute 

Campus, 620-431-2820, ext. 213., or Ottawa Campus, 785-242-2067 ext. 305, as soon as 

possible. You will need to bring your documentation for review in order to determine 

reasonable accommodations, and then we can assist you in arranging any necessary 

accommodations. 

 

 


